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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

1 . The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1-5, 8, and 10-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Strandwitz et aL, US 6,522,352. 

In regard to claim 1, Strandwitz et al., US 6,522,352, discloses a camera 
equipment comprising: 

camera means (see figure 2, element 130) for outputting a picked-up 
image as an image data (see column 3, lines 17-19); 

first coding means (see figure 2, element 200) for compression-coding the 
image data output from said camera means (see column 3, lines 17-19); 

second coding means (see figure 2, element 210) for compression-coding 
the image data output from said camera means (see column 3, lines 17-19); 
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communication means (see figure 2, elements 100 and 190) for receiving 
and transmitting the compressed image data compression-coded in said first 
coding means through a transmission path (see column 3, lines 19-23); and 

recording means (see figure 4, element 402) for storing the compressed 
image data compression-coded by said first coding means and said second coding 
means (see column 13, lines 45-62); 

wherein said first coding means compression-codes said image data by a 
compression coding scheme designated externally through said communication 
means (see column 11, lines 45-55), said compression coding scheme being 
different from a compression coding scheme employed by said second coding 
means (see column 2, lines 48-56: still image compression scheme for second 
encode and moving image compression scheme for first encoder). 
In regard to claim 2, Strandwitz et al., US 6,522,352, discloses the camera 
equipment according to claim 1, wherein said first coding means selects one of a plurality 
of different compression coding schemes and executes a compression coding process 
designated externally (see column 4, lines 31-43:real time video and verified video 
compression schemes). 

In regard to claim 3, Strandwitz et al, US 6,522,352, discloses the camera 
equipment according to claim 1, wherein said second coding means compression-codes 
the image data by the compression coding process designated externally through said 
communication means (see column 11, lines 45-55: monitoring stations 715 and 721 
designate and transmit compression scheme to the camera). 
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In regard to claim 4, Strandwitz et al., US 6,522,352, discloses the camera 
equipment according to claim 1, wherein said first coding means executes the 
compression-coding process according to a compression-coding scheme designated 
externally through said communication means in such a manner as to secure a 
transmissible data amount satisfying the transmission capacity of the transmission path 
(see column 5, lines 8-12 and column 1 1, lines 45-55: when verified video is selected 
data is transferred with reliable transmission). 

In regard to claim 5, Strandwitz et al., US 6,522,352, discloses the camera 
equipment according to claim 2, wherein said second coding means executes the 
compression-coding process according to a compression-coding scheme designated 
externally through said communication means in such a manner as to generate a more 
finely detailed compressed image data than the compressed image data compression- 
coded by said first coding means (see column 7, lines 26-67 and column 11, lines 45-55: 
the still images encoded by the second encoder have more finely detailed compressed 
image data than the first video encoder because the first encoder user a higher 
compression rate because of lower bandwidth). 

In regard to claim 8, Strandwitz et al., US 6,522,352, discloses camera equipment 
comprising: 

a camera (see figure 2, element 130) which for outputs a picked-up image 
as an image data (see column 3, lines 17-19); 

a first coder (see figure 2, element 200) which compression-codes the 
image data output from said camera (see column 3, lines 17-19); 
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a second coder (see figure 2, element 210) which compression-codes the 
image data output from said camera (see column 3, lines 17-19); 

a first communication unit (see figure 2, elements 100, 190, 230 and 240) 
which receives and transmits the compressed image data compression-coded in 
said first coder through a transmission path (see column 3, lines 19-23 and 
column 4, lines 31-43); 

a second communication unit (see figure 2, elements 100, 190, and 250) 
receives and transmits the compressed image data compression-coded in said 
second coder through a transmission path different from the transmission path 
used by said first communication unit (see column 3, lines 19-23 and column 4, 
lines 44-47); and 

a recorder (see figure 4, element 402) which stores the compressed image 
data compression-coded by said first coder and said second coder (see column 13, 
lines 45-49). 

In regard to claim 10, Strandwitz et al., US 6,522,352, discloses the camera 
equipment according to claim 8, wherein said first coder and said second coder 
compression-code the image data by selectively setting a compression coding scheme 
designated externally through said first communication unit and said second 
communication unit, respectively, after connection is established for communication (see 
column 45, lines 45-55). 

In regard to claim 1 1, Strandwitz et al, US 6,522,352, discloses the camera 
equipment according to claim 1, wherein said first coder can select and set one of the 
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compression coding schemes including MPEG1, MPEG2, MPEG4, JPEG and JPEG2000 
(see column 3, lines 9-16). 

In regard to claim 12, Strandwitz et al., US 6,522,352, discloses the camera 
equipment according to claim 3, wherein each of said first coder and said second coder 
can independently select and set one of the compression coding schemes including 
MPEG1, MPEG2, MPEG4, JPEG and JPEG2000 (see column 3,lines 9-16). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 6, 7, and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Strandwitz et ah, US 6,522,352, in view of Honda et al., US 6,493,466. 

In regard to claim 6, Strandwitz et al, US 6,522,352, discloses the camera 
equipment according to claim 1 . The Strandwitz reference does not disclose further 
comprising means for detecting an abnormality occurring at an image pick-up position, 
said abnormality being notified to an external unit through said communication means 
upon detection thereof. 

Honda et al., US 6,493,466, discloses an image data compression apparatus with a 
means for detecting an abnormality occurring at an image pick-up position (see figure 19, 
element 1916), said abnormality being notified to an external unit (the center machine) 
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through said communication means (modem 1907) upon detection thereof (see column 
19,line 41 to column 20, line 13). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to have been motivated to modify Strandwitz et al., US 6,522,352, in view of 
Honda et al, US 6,493,466, to have a means for detecting an abnormality occurring at an 
image pick-up position, said abnormality being notified to an external unit through said 
communication means upon detection thereof, in order to automatically alert the user of 
an abnormality by displaying the transmitted image while storing it, thus making the 
system easier to operate and more reliable 

In regard to claim 7, Strandwitz et al., US 6,522,352, in view of Honda et al, US 
6,493,466, discloses the camera equipment according to claim 6. The Honda reference 
discloses wherein information indicating the occurrence of an abnormality is added to the 
compressed image data recorded in said recording means during the occurrence of said 
abnormality (see column 19, lines 41-46). 

In regard to claim 9, Strandwitz et al., US 6,522,352, discloses the camera 
equipment according to claim 8, wherein said first communication unit is a wireless 
communication unit which receives and transmits the image data through a wireless 
transmission path (see column 3, lines 17-23). The Strandwitz reference does not 
disclose wherein the second communication unit is a wire communication unit for 
receiving and transmitting the image data through a wire transmission path. 
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Honda et al, US 6493,466, discloses an image data compression apparatus 
with a line communication interface 702 that transfers data on a communication line 703 
after image compression (see column 1 1, line 63 to column 12, line 17). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to have been motivated to modify Strandwitz et al., US 6,522,352, in view of 
Honda et al., US 6,493,466, wherein the second communication unit is a wire 
communication unit for receiving and transmitting the image data through a wire 
transmission path, in order to quickly transfer the image data where the image quality of a 
motion-fast image is not degraded, and the entire image can be quickly transmitted, even 
on a communication line with a low communication speed such as an analog telephone 
line. 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. US 2004/0105653 discloses a moving picture recording and sending device with two 
different encoders. 

US 2003/0052986 discloses and image processing apparatus with a still image codec unit 
and a moving picture codec unit. 

s 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Gevell Selby whose telephone number is 571-272-7369. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 A.M. - 5:30 PM (every other Friday off). 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vivek Srivastava can be reached on 571-272-7304. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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